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gave up his ‘throne . for the sake of ‘his servant, and .
valued not h1s life ‘at a straw, the klngs merit was - -
the superior.” -Having heard these words, the sprite
again went and suspended himself on the tree in that- L

_ burnmg—gx ound

’ TALE ‘iV.

TeE kmo' having'gone there agam, bound the 3pnte

and brought him away. Then the sprife said, “O
klng! there is a town named Bhogwati, of which
Ripsen is the king, and he has a- parrot named
Chiraman. One day the king asked the parxof,

“What different . things do you know?” Then the

partot said, - Your" ma}estyf I know. everythmg
The kmg I’GJO]HBd <Pell me, then, if. you know where
there is a beantiful maiden -equal to me in’ rank.’
Then the parrot, said, ‘ Your majesty ! in the country ﬁ
of Magadh there is a king nareed Magadheshwar, and

- his_daughter’s name is Chandrivati; you. “will be

married to -her.  8he is very beautiful, and very
leamed”’

* On hearing these words from the panot the kmg
summoned an astrologer named Chandrekint, and -

asked him, ‘To what maid shall ‘I be married?’

He also, having made - the discovery through his,

Tknowledge of astrology, said, ¢Theré is: a maiden -

named Chandravatl you will be married - to her.’
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Hearing these w;ords, the king summoned a Brah-

man, and after explaining all, said to him at the
moment of despatching him to King Magadheshwar,
‘If you return, after placing the arrangements for
my marriage on a firm basis, I will make you happy.’
Having heard these words, the Brahman took leave.”
“Now, in the possession of King- Magadheshwar’s
7j daughter was a maind, whose name was Madanman-

jarl. - In the sdme” way the princess, too,-oné ddy

asked Madanmanjari, ‘Where is there a husband
worthy of me?’ On this the maind said, ‘Ripsen
is the ng of Bhogwati; ke -will be thy lord” To
‘be brief, unséen (of one another), the one had become
enamoured of the other, when, in the course of a . fow
days, the Brahman als¢ arrived -there, and delivered
" his own sovereign’s message to that king.- He too
consented to his proposal, and summoning a Brahman
of his own, entlusted to him the nuptial glfts and all
customary things, sent him along with that Brahman,
and gave him. this injunction, ‘Do you go and pre-
sent my compliments to the king, and having marked

his forehead with the usual unguents, return’ quickly: .

when you return I will” make - preparatlons for-the
wedding.”” . :

“The short of ‘the story is, the two Brahmans set
out thence. In the course of some days they arrived
at’ ng Rupsen s, and related all the occurrences of
that place. * On hearmg this - the kmg was’ pleased
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and after making ‘all (necessary) preparations, set cut
to- be married. Reaching that country after .some
days ‘he married, and’ after receiving the bridal gifts
and dowry, and bidding adieu to the klng, started for
his own kingdom.  When leaving, the princess took
Madanmanjaii’s cage with her too.  After some days
they arrived in their own’ country, and commenced

living happily in their palace.”

It happened one day that the cages of both the
parrot and the maind were placed near the throne,
aud the king and queen entered into conversation,
sevmg, “No one’s life passes happily without a com-
panion ; hence it is best for us to marry the parrot
and maind to one another, and put them both in one
cage; then will ‘they also live happily.” - After con-

versing together thus, they hed a Iarge cage brought,

and put both into it.” :
“ Bome days after, the king and- queen were seated
conversing with each other, when the parrot began to

" talk to the maind, saying, ¢ Sexual intercourse is-the

essence of all bliss in this world; and he’ Who, on

- being born- inte the woild, has not engoyed sexual -

intercourse—his kfe has been passed in vain. . Hence,
do thou let me copulate with thee.” - On hearing this
the maing said, I have no desire for a male.” There-
upon he inquired < Why?*  The waini said, ‘The
male sex are sinful, 11'1e11g10us, deceivers, and wife-

killers,” Hearing this, the parrot-sald, ¢The fernale
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sex, too, are- deceitful, fa.lse stupld avaricious crea-
tures, and murderesses.’” ‘
 “When' the two’ commenced wranghng in this
. manner, the king asked, ¢ Why aré you two quarrel-
ling with each other?’ The maind replied, ‘Great
king! the male sex are evil-doers and wife-killers,
and hence I have no desire to have a male partner.
Your majesty ! I will tell you a tale, do yoube pleased
to hearken ; for such (as T describe them) are men,” ”

- Tue Mamna’s Story. -

«<There was a city named Tlipur, and a merchant

- named Mahadhan dwelt there, who could not get a

famlly On this account he was continually making -

pllgrlmages and keeping fasts, and always hearing the
- Puriinas réad, and he used to give gifts largely to.the
_Brahmané. In fine, after some. considerable time, by

~ God’s will, a son was born in-that merchant’s house. -

He celebrated the event with great pomp, and gave

1a1-ge lg-fifts to the Brahmans and bards, and glso' gave

away a good deal to the hungry, thirsty, and indigent.

When he reached the age of five years, he placed him

(in school) for instruction. e used fo leave home

for the purpose of learning, but used to gamble with
the boys when he got there.”

“ Afte1 some time the merchant dled and he (the '
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© son) becommg his own master used to spend his

days in gambling and his nights in fornication, Thus:
he dissipated his whole wealth in a few: years, and

~ having no. alternative, quitted. his country, and. pro-'

ceeding from bad to worse, arrived- at the city. of

* Chandrapur, : In that place dwelt a merchant named

Hemgupt, who possessed much wealth. He went to
him, and mentloned his: father’s name and . circum--
stances. . He (the melchant) felt, instant. pleasure on. -
hearing these accounts; and rising and embracmg him,
inquired, ‘How came you here?” Then he said,
‘T had engaged a vessel, and set ont for an island
to trade, and having arrived there; and sold the
goods, had taken in, other goods: as cargo, and left -
with the. vessel for my own land, when suddenly -so
violent a storm.arose that the ship was wrecked, and’
I was left -seated on.a plank; and so, drifting on, I

* have reached. this shore. But T feel a sense.of shame

at having lost all my property and wealth. How can.

* I now return and show my. face to my fellow-crtmens '

i this state ?’?” : :
“<To be brlef when he uttered such words in his

presence, he (the merchant) too ‘began to think to

himself, ¢ God has relieved me of any anxicty without

any effort of my own (%2, 1 sitting at homie) 3 now, a:

coincidence like this oceurs through the mercy of God

alone it behoves me to- make no delay now.. “The

: 4.
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best thing to'be- done is to give my girl in marriage’
to_ him ;. whatever is doné nbw'is best;“as' Jfl'or the

' morrow—who knows what it-may bring forth!” Form-.

ing this grand design in his mind, he came to his wife

and began to say, ¢ A meérchant’s §6n !Jas al‘ri‘.zed ; 1f |
you approve, we will. give Ratndvati in marriage to‘.
him.” She, too, was.delighted on hearing (this), apdr.
said, ¢ Sir. merchant! when God brings about a coin-
cidence like this, then alone does.it oceur; for the
desire of our hearts has been -obtained with'ou_t.our‘
bestil'ﬁng ourselves in the least (%4., we. sitiing qu_i_etiy
af, homse) ; hence, it is best not to delay, but qulc'kly

send for the family priest, have the auspicions moment

determined, and give her away in marriage.” ~ Here-.
upon the merchant sent for the priest, had the for-

tunate planetary conjunction determined, and gave -

his daughter away, bestowing.a large dowry upon
her. . In fine, when the marriage had taken place,
they commenced living together there.” L

-« <To -proceed :~—After some. days, he said to the

mefrchant’s - daughter, ¢ A long time has passed since.

I arrived in your land, and no news of my househo%d
h;as\ reached me, and my mind remains troubled in

consequence. 1 have told you my whole case; you
should now so explain matters to your mother that

| "le't. “igkd the girl'a hands yello‘l.v;” . Among the Hindis, for some

. days -before marriage, the hands of & betrothed couple are stained yellow

with Lurmerio. |
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she may, of her own free will, allow me to depart,
that, T may return to my own city. If it be your

- wish, do you also come.’ On this, she said to hef
. mother, * My husband desires Permission-to depart to

his own land ; do you, too, act in such a manner now
that his mind may receive no pain.”” k
“¢The merchant’s wife went to her husband, and
said, * Your son-intlaw asks leave to return -home,’
On hearing this, the merchant said, * Very well; we
will let him- go, for we can exercise no authority over
a stranger’s son; we will do that alone wherein his
pleasure consists.” - Having said this, he sent for his
daughter, and asked, ¢ Will you go to your father.in-
law’s, or remain at your mother’s? Speak your own
mind.” * At this she blushed, and ‘gave no answer,
(but) returned to her hugband, and said, ‘My parents
have declared that they will do that wherein your
pleasure -consists; don’t' you leave me behind.”  To
be brief, the merchant summoned his * son-in-law,

- loaded him with wealth, and dismissed " him, and

allowed his ‘daughter ‘to accompariy him in’a litter,

‘together with a’ female. servant. After ﬂl_is, he ‘set

out from thence,” o . o
*“ When he reached a certain jungle, he said to the
merchant’s daughter, <There is great danger here ; if

- you will take off your jewels and give them to me, T

will fasten them round my waist ; when we come to a
town you can put them on again.’ ‘She no sooner
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heard ‘I}hIS than shé took off a]l her ornameénts, and he
having taken them, and sent away the bearers of the-

litter, killed: the woman-servant- and-threw her-into &
" well, and pushing her (his wife)'into a well also, went .

off to-his own country’ with -all the jesvels.”

« +Tn thé meantime, a traveller came along that road;
and hearirig the sound: of weeping, stopped and began
to say to himself, < How comes the’ weeping voice of
a human bomg (to be heard) in this:jurgle? ' Having
~ - reflected thus, he proceeded. in -the direction of the
sound of the crying, end peroewed a well. ‘On-looking
into: it, what does he behold: but a wortan weeping !
Then he took out the woman, and commenced ques-
tioning he1 on her circumstarices; saying,. ¢ Who art;
thou, and how -didst -thou fall into, this (well) 2> On
‘hearing this; she said, ¢ I am- the daughter of Herm-

gupt, the: merchant, and was accompanying my hus-

band_to his. country, when thieves waylaid us, killed:

my: & servant and threw: her-into a well, and ‘bound and.

carried -off ‘my husband together with’ my jewels. E
~ have'no intelligence of hitn, nor he of me.’”  When he.
" heard this, the traveller took her along W1th ‘him, and:

left her at the merchant’s door.”

¢ She werit to her parents;. They, at.the’ mght of

her, began enquiring,  What has happened to thee?’

She said, - Robbers came and plundered us .on the
road, a,nd after killing ‘the- selvant and casting her-into

a well, pushed me into a dry well,. and bonnd -and

Y
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carried off my - husband, together Wlth iy JGWGIS_
When they began demanding more money,; he said to
them; “ Yoa have taken all I possessed ‘what - have T
now left? *. . Beyond :this, whether they killed him of
let him -go, I have no knowledge.” | Then her father
said, ‘Da,ughter‘ feel no. anmel:y, thy husband lives,
and, God wlllmg, will join thee in a few days for
robbers take money, not, life.””’ :
“ ¢ In fine, the merchant gave her other ornaments in
place of all that had dlsappeared and comforted and |
consoled her greatly. And the merchant’s son, also,
having reached home, and sold the Jewels spent his
days and mghts in the company of loose women, and
m gambling, so much- so, -that all his money was -

. expended. ‘Then he came to want blead "At-last,

‘when he began to suﬁ'er extreme mlsery, he  one day
bethought himself of  goingto his' father-in-law’s, ‘and
pretending -that a grandson had been- born to him,
and that he had come to congratulite him on the
event. Havmg determined .on -this in h1s 'mmd he
set out.”

“““In the course of sevelal days he alrwed there..

When he was' about to enter the house, his wife saw.

from the front that her husband was coming ‘(and’said
to herself), “He must not be- allowed to turn . back

~ through any- app1ehens1on ‘he may feel’ Upon this
| -she approached him and said, < Husband ! be not at
~ all troubled i in mind; I’ ‘have told my father that’ rob-
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- bers came and killed my servant,and after making e
take off all my jowels, and easting me hito a well, bound

and: carried- off my hushand. Do you tell the eeme :
tale; feel no anxiety ; the house is yours, and I am -

your slave.,”  After speaking thus she entered the

house. He went to the merehant, who rose and em-

braced him, and questioned him on all thet had befallen
him. He related everything preelsely as his wife had
instructed him-to do,”

“ ‘Rejoicings took p]ace throughout the house. Then '

the mierchant, after providing him with the means of

bathmg, and placing food before him, and after minis-

tering much comfort, said; < This hotse is yours, abide
(here) in peace.” He commenced living there, In
- brief, after several days the merchant’s datighter came
“and lay with him one night with her jewels on, and
fell asleep. When it was midnight, he perceived that
she had fallen into a sound sleep. He then inflicted such
a wound on her neck, that she diéd; and after strip-
ping her of all her jewels, he took the road to hlS own
country.” -
o ‘After narrating so much the maing sald ¢ This,
your majesty ! Isaw with-my own eyes. For this reason

T have no wish to have anything to do with a male. . -

You sce, your majesty ! what villains men are! Who
iivould love such, and so cherish a serpent in her own
home? Will your ﬁlejesty be pleased to consider this
point,—What crime had that woman committed #*
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“ Havmg heard ‘this, the kmg said, * O pe.rroti do

B yeu tell me what faults there are in women.” There-

upon the parrot said, ‘Attend, 0 kmg I”.

THE PARROT s STORY

see There is a city (ea]led) Kanehanpur where (dwelt)
@ merchant, named Sigardatt, whose son’s name was
Shridatt. The name of another city is Jayshiipur; where
there was & werchant, named Somadatt, and ‘his’

- daughter’s name was Jayshri. She had marrled the

son of .that merchant, and the son had gone to a cer
tain country to trade.” She used to live at her parents’

“house. * In fine, when he had spent twelve Yyears in

trading, and she arrived at woman's estate here, she
one day addressed a companion of hers thus: “Sister |
my youth is being wasted ; up to this moment T have

 tasted none of the world’s s joys” * On hearing these

words, her companion said to her; ¢ Be of good cheer !
God willing, thy' husband will scon come and. join

thee.””

«<Qhe got vexed at these Words and ascendlng to
the upper chamber, and peeping through the lattice,
saW a young man coming along, When he drew near
her, his eyes and hers suddenly ‘met. : The hearts of
both went forth to. one another. . Then she said to her -
companion, ‘Bring that man to me.” On hearmg this,
the compamon went and sald to lnm “Somadatt’s

Fa
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daughter Wish‘ee'ﬁo see you in private ; but do you
come to my house.” She then put him on the track
to her house. - He said, ‘I will ‘come at night.” The
companion came and informed the merchant’s daughter

that he had promised to come at night.. When she -

heard this, Jayshm said to her companion, ‘You go
home’; when he arrives, let me know, and I-will also
come when free to leave home.” ” IR
- *“On hearing her words, ‘her companion Went home,
and seating hersclf at the door, began watching for

his coming. In the meantime he acrrwed She seated

him in the doorway, saying, ‘ You sit here; ‘I will ‘go
and give notice of your arrival.”. And she came to
~ Jayshri-and said, “ Your sweetheat has arrived.” - On

hearing this she said, “Wait awhile ; let the household
| go to sleep, and then I will come.’  And so, after

some delay, when it was near midnight, and all had
~ gone to sleep, then she arose softly and accompanied
her, and arrived there in & very short time; and the
two met in her house withotit restraint.. ‘When nearly

an hour and a half! of night remained, she rose and
returned home, and went qmetly to sleep ; and he also
'went to his house at daybreak.’

““Many days passed ‘thus. At: last her husband,

too, returned from foreign parts to his father-in-law’s

‘ house ‘When she beheld her husban'd‘ she became

73 —“Four gharis” A ghariis equal to twenty -four minntes ; and,
hence the esact time would be six minuntes move tlian an hour and aha.—lf *
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troubled in mind, and said to her companion, *Such
is my anxiety, what ‘shall I do? whither shall T go?
Sleep, hunger, thirst, all dre forgotten ; nothing is
agreeable to me (/7£. neither hot nor cold pleeees me).
And she told her the whole state of her heatt. 'To be
brief, she got through the day.somehow or other’; but
at night, when her husband had finished supper, his
mother-in-law had a bed niade for him in a-separate”
building, and sent word to-him to go and ‘take repose,
while she said to her danghter, ‘You go and do your
duty to your husband.”” - S

“¢% She turned up her nose and kmtted her brows on
hearing this, and remained silent, On this her mother
rebuked: her sharply, and sent her off to hini. Being
powerless, she-went there, but' lay on the bed with her

- face turned away. - - The more he kept addressing her
* in words of tendemess the more vexed would she be-

come. - On this he presented her with. all the various
descriptions. of apparel, and the jewels which he had
brought for her from different places, and said, < Wear
these.” Then, in truth, she became still ‘more vexed,
and frowned and turned away her face. And he; too,
went to sleep in despdir; for he was fatigued with the
Journey To her, however thmkmg of her: lover sleep
came not.” : :

“<When she thought that- he was in an unconscious

_sleep, she arose softly, and leaving him asleep, went .
~ fearlessly in the dark night to the abode of her. 10ve1 H
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and a thief seeing her on the way, thought to himself,
“Where can this woman be going, alone, with her
jewels on, at this midnight'hour.’. ‘Thus soliloquising,
‘he followed her. - In short, she managed somehow to
reach her lover’s house. Now, there, a snake had bitten
and left him; he was lying dead. She thought he
‘was sleeping. Being, as it was, consumed with the fire
of separation, she clasped him to her without restraint,
and hegan caressing him ; and the thlef from a dlstance
‘was watching the fun.”

‘¢ An evil spirit, too was seated on a pipal tree there
looking on at the scene. All at once it came into his
mind to enter his (dead) body and have carnal inter-
course. with her. Having resolved on this, he entered
the body, and after having intercourse with her, bit. off
her nose with his teeth, and went and sat on the same
trée. The thief observed all these occurrences. And
she, in despair, went as she was, all stained with-blood;
to her conipanion, and related all that had happened
‘Whereupon her companion said, ‘ Go ‘quickly-to thy
husband ere yet the sun rise, and, arrived there, weep
aloud and bitterly. It any one should questmn thee,
say, ‘ Fle has cut off my nose.’”

«¢She ‘went thither on the-instant of hearing her
companion’s words, and commenced weeping and wail-
ing excessively. ~Hearing the noise of her weeping,
all hér relations came, and lo! she had no nose,—was
sitting noseless! Then they exclaimed, ‘O you shameless

wicked, pitiless, mad Wretch! “Why have you bltten off ~

het nose Wlthout_any fault on her part?’  He, too,
became alarmed on witnessing this farce; anid began
to say to himself, “ Trust not a wanton-minded woman,

a black snake, an armed man, an enemy,——-and fear the
wiles of & woman. What can an eminent poet not
describe? What does he not know who has acquired
supernatural power?  What absurd nonsense does a
drunkard not chatter? What can a woman not ac-
complish? ~ True it is, that. the defects of Yorses, the
thunder of the clouds, the wiles of woman, and the
destiny of man,—these things even the gods do not
comprehend ; what power has man, then (to under-
stand them)?’”

“¢In the meantime her father gave information of
the occurrence to the city ‘magistrate, . Policemen
came from the station. there, and bound aﬁd brought
him before the magistrate. The magistrate of the
¢ity gave notice to the king. The king having sent
for him, and questioned him about the case, he de-
clared he knew nothing. And on his summoning the
merchant’s daughter, and interrogating her, she re~

plied, ‘Your majesty! when you. see plainly (what

has happened) why do” you question me?’ Then.
the king said to him, ¢What punishment shall T
inflict on thee?’ On hearing this, he replied, ‘Do
unto me whatever you deem just.” ' The king said,
+Away with him, and impale him!’ On receiving
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the klng s order the people took him awa,y “to nnpale

him.” -

, -5 ‘Observe the commdeﬂce ,——that thlef was alqo

; ‘standmg there, lookmg on at the scene.  When he

 was convinced that this man was about to be un-
justly put- to‘deat\h he raised a ery. for justice. The

king summoned him, ‘and asked, ¢ Who art. thou ?’

~ Xe said, ‘Great king! I.am a thief; and this man is-

" innocent; his blood-is about to be un]ust]y shed ;
you have not given judgment at - all wisely.” Here:
‘upon the king summonéd him (the husband) also, and
questioned the thief, saying, *Declare the truth on
thy honour! What are the facts of- this case?’
The thief then gave a deta.lled account- of the cir-
cumstances; and the king, too, comprehended them
thoroughly. . Ultimately he sent attendants, and had
‘the  woman’s nose’ bmught from the mouth of her
lover, who was lying’ dead, and inspected it. . Then
he was ‘assured that.the mian was guiltless, and the
thief truthful
_the good, and punish. evil- doers, has from of old been
a duty of kings.” ” - \

“ After relating so much of the ta,le, the parrot

Churaman said, ¢ Great king! such embodiments of -

all crime are women! The king having had the
womai’s face blackened and her head shaved, had her
mounted on dn ass, ‘and taken vound the city, and

then set-at liberty ; and after giving 'bete_l;lea,f to the

Hereupon the thief said, ‘To cherish-

ST "
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t’mef and the merchant’s son,. he allowed them to

]

depalt
Having related so mueh of the story, the sprite

~ said, * O king! to which of these two does the greater

_guﬂt etta.ch fiad
the woman.”

Then King Bir Vikramajit said, ¢ To
On this the sprite said, “ How so?"

- On hearing this, the king said, However depraved

a mah may be, still some sense of rlght and wrong
remains in’ hlm ; but _a_wc[me_n_ ‘does-not’ give athought

to right e,nd' wrong ;. hence great guilt attached to the.

wornan.”  Hearing these words, the sprite went agam
and ‘hung himself on the same tree. The kmg went
agam and took him down from the tree, tied him up
in a bundle, placed him on. ‘his shoulder, and carried
lum awey '




